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May 23, 2023
The Board of Commissioners of Lorain County, Ohio met this day in a regular meeting on Friday, in the J. Grant Keys
Administration Building, 226 Middle Avenue, Elyria, Ohio, at 4:30 p.m. with the following members present: Commissioner David J. Moore,

President, Commissioner Michelle Hung, Member and Theresa L. Upton, Clerk. Commissioner Jeff Riddell, Vice-President, absent

JOURNAL ENTRY
Commissioners said the Pledge of Allegiance.
The following business was transacted
. PUBLIC HEARING:
4:30 p.m. - 1° hearing Roth Main Ditch & Lateral #1 Restoration, Columbia Township

A petition was received from Jennifer R. Smith and others in accordance with ORC 6131.041 on February 19, 2023 from Lorain County
Stormwater District with all costs being born by the District.

Said petition is to clean and reconstruct the drainage system running from Mitchell Road, Columbia Township by excavating and
shaping the ditch, remove obstructions such as sediment, trees and vegetation and altering damaged and undersized drains in order to restore
adequate drainage and provide access within a new easement for county maintenance.

This is Original Lots # 79 & 82 and commencing in Mitchell Road about 0.3 mile north of Osborne Road; thence running east, then
northeast about 0.5 mile to north line of said Columbia Township Lot #79, which is also the south line of Stone Ridge Estates Subdivision as

recorded in Volume 90, Page 16 of County plat records
Res#23-183, adopted February 24 fixed the date of view and hearing
March 13, 33 certified letters were sent to owners on said view and hearing
March 21 and 28, 2023 publications was in the Chronicle Telegram

March 31, Robert J & Sally A. Anderson, parcel #12-00-082-000-024 is located on extreme edge of planned project and shows only a
fraction of their property in the zone, the property is higher at that point and drains to the back of their property as does the rest of the property
which is not part of the Roth drainage ditch. They are at the crest of Mitchell Rd on west side and will not benefit from any proposed work to be
done and would be harmed financially by proposal to charge them for such cost. They asked that their property be reevaluated and not be
included in the proposed restoration.

May 22, 2023, Engineer submitted preliminary report and estimates cost to construct the petitioned improvement at about $998,500.
Engineers opinion, this project is feasible; its benefits are likely to exceed its estimated cost; it is necessary for the disposal of surplus water and
it is conducive to the public welfare.

Clerk said some people have just walked in and everyone needs to sign the sign in forms that are being passed around, thank you.
(discussion was held on the above)

JOURNAL ENTRY

Commissioner Moore asked if there is a roll call today. Clerk said oh, sorry; Commissioner Moore & Commissioner Hung
Commissioner Moore said welcome back, Clerk said thanks. Commissioner Hung said they missed her, Clerk said thank you.

JOURNAL ENTRY

Commissioner Moore said make sure everyone signs in and if you wish to speak, what they are going to do is have Assistant Prosecutor
swear anyone in that is wishing to give any testimony, which means you will be coming up to speak at the microphone and if you plan on doing
that, please stand right now and raise your right hand. Sorry, Greg for taking away your speech. Assistant Prosecutor Greg Peltz had everyone
raise their right hand that wishes to give testimony for or against the drainage improvement. Do you swear or affirm that the testimony you are
about to give is the truth? Audience members that were standing said yes. Moore said thank you.,

Commissioner Moore asked Engineers Office if they had any comments?

Peter Zwick said yes, Mr. Chairman a brief PowerPoint.

As a way of introduction here is one of several pictures he will show you today and he has a brief 10 minute PowerPoint here. The
problem is that rain water collects on the ground at the lowest places it can find, some of which are shown in the photographs there.
Unfortunately, there are houses in these low areas and a lot of low areas in the Roth Tile area and unfortunately some of these houses have
basements.

Flooded roadside ditch & yard on west side of #10969 Mitchell Rd.
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Roth Ditch 1* hearing cont. May 23, 2023

He said good evening everyone and Commissioners and folks. He is Peter Zwick, who represents the office of the County Engineer and
this is the so called 1 hearing in the ditch petition process. It has been about 45 days from here in this room that the Commissioners viewed the
drone footage, the official viewing and many of the residents were also here for that. You may remember at that time, you saw a bleak wintery
landscape along the route of the ditch in that video. He has a 10 minute presentation and his objective is to fully inform the Commissioners of
the information that is contained in the preliminary report, which you all have, as Theresa mentioned it was dated yesterday.

To refresh your memories, and to show you the ground-level conditions along the aptly-named Roth Tile and Ditch. Here are some
photographs of the route that the drainage water follows and he will be showing you them at the high end of Mitchell Road, here for instance and
will go in the downstream direction to the northeast. He thinks Mr. Roth is here and that is his barn in the distance, right? Mr. Roth said yes.

Zwick said he knew that because on the other side it has big sign Roth Farms picture on it and you could not see the puddle in the foreground if
he took the picture from the other side.

Roth farm land is often wet,
and is somelimes under water!

...on the east side of Mitchell Rd.

The project is also intended to alleviate poor drainage, not just at the farm that you saw in the last pictures, but on both sides, east and
west sides of Mitchell Road. Here at the Smith residence, they were one of the petitioners and also across the street at the Neiger residences.
Here the problem is obvious, he showed a short video of yucky gray water bubbling up out of the surcharged catch basin at the side of the road.
This is a technical engineering term; “yucky gray water” It rises up because the water is trying to get into the underground road culvert under
Mitchell Road, but it simply cannot because the pipes are already backed up in some distance in the downstream direction and can receive no
more flow! Certainly the water cannot flow properly.

ek o

#10934 Mitchell Rd. CB water bubbles up after only 1" of rain

Drainage problem along road & at Smith property #10955 Mitchell Rd.

Still on the west side of Mitchell Road where the catch basin is, but a few yards down the drainage system functions very slowly these
days and this is just a few doors down from the Neiger house, another petitioner by the way. The reason it functions so slowly and takes so long
for the water to drain several days and you can see even the sun is shining and this picture was problem taken a day or two after the rain stopped
and it was not a severe rain on that particular day, but there are obstructions and restrictions downstream, some being underground, some being
in the ditch or even further downstream and prevent the water from draining out

Water backs up from the roadside ditch into #11030-10978 vards

In fact, the County’s GIS recent aerial image from 2022 actually shows acres of water, which he outlined in red. Also, please keep in
mind the houses along the road shown amongst the red pooled area all have septic tanks. All the septic tanks discharge or attempt to discharge

effluent headed for the Roth Tile the drainage system. But, as everyone knows that septic tanks do not function properly when they are flooded
with water.

2022 aerial image; shiows much shallow flooding around Mitchell Rd.





































